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6(6)" Officers etc., at elections not to act for candidates or to influence voting —(1) No
person who is a District Election Officer(Municipality) or a Returning Officer, or an Assistant
Returning Officer, or a presiding or polling officer at an election, or an officer or clerk appointed by
the Returning Officer or the Presiding officer to perform any duty in connection with an election
shall in the conduct or the management of the election do any act(other than the giving of vote) for
the furtherance of prospects of the election of a candidate.

(2) No such person as aforesaid, and no member of a police force, shall endeavor
(a) to persuade any person to give his vote at an election, or
(b) to dissuade any person from giving his vote at an election, or
(c) to influence the voting of any person at an election in any manner.

(3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of clause (1) or clause (2) shall be punishable
with imprisonment which may extend to six months or with fine or with both.

(4) An offence punishable under subsection (3) shall be cognizable.

6(13) Penalty for Government servants for acting as election agent, polling agent or
counting agent-If any person in the service of the Government acts as an election agent or a polling
agent or a counting agent of a candidate at any election, he shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine, or with both."
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Ministry of Home Affairs O.M. No. 25/44/49-Estts. Dt. 10" October 1949

Subject : Participation by Government servants in political activities-attendance by
Government servants political meeting.

Attention is Invited to the Ministry of Home Affairs Office Memorandum No 25/44/49-Estt.,
dated 17" September 1949 dealing with the scope of rule 23(i) of the Government Servant's
Conduct Rules which lays down that no Government servant shall take part in, subscribe in aid of or
assist in any way any political movement in India.

2. Enquiries have been received as to whether attendance by a Government Servant at a
public meetings organized by political parties would amount to participation in a political movement
within the meaning of the rule referred to. Even in regard to this narrower question the position
must necessary remain as staled in the office Memorandum referred to in paragraph |,. viz :-

(i) That whether, or not the conduct of any particular nature amounts to participation in a
political movement is a question of fact be decided on merits and in the circumstances of
each particular case; and

(ii) That the responsibility for the Government servants conduct must rest squarely on his
shoulders and that a plea of ignorance of misconception to Government's attitude would
not be tenable. The following observations may however be of assistance to Government
servant in deciding their own course of action:-

(iii) Attendance at meetings organized by a political party would always be contrary to rule
23(1) of the Government Servant's Conduct Rules unless all the following conditions are
satisfied:

(a) that the meeting is a public meeting and not in any sense a private or restricted
meeting.

(b) that the meeting is not held contrary to any prohibitory order or without
permission where permission is needed, and

(c) that the Government servant in question does not himself speak, at or take
active or prominent part in organizing or conducting the meeting.

3. Even where the sad conditions are satisfied, while occasional attendance at such meetings
may not be construed as a participation in a political movement, Frequent or regular attendance by
a Government-servant at meetings of any particular political party is bound to create the impression
that he is a sympathizer or the aims and objects of that party and that in his official capacity he may
favor or support the members of that particular party. Conduct which gives cause for such an
impression may well be construed as assisting a political movement.

4. Government servants have ample facilities through the medium of the press to keep
themselves informed re the aims, ob and activities or the different political parties and to equip
themselves to exercise intelligently their civic right e.g. the right to vote at elections to Legislature or
Local Self institutions-

5. | am to request that Government servant under the control at the Ministry Ct Finance etc.,
may be informed accordingly



To

All Ministers of the Government or India etc,, etc

Extract of Rule 5 of the Central Civil Services (conduct) Rule 1964
Rule 5. Taking part in political and elections:

(1) No Government servant shall be a member or nor be otherwise associated with any political
party or any organization which takes part in politics nor shall he take part in, subscribe in old or, or
assist in any other manner, any political movement or activity.

(2) It shall be the duly of every Government servant to endeavor to prevent any member of his
family from taking part in, subscribing in aid of or assisting in any other manner any such movement
or activity he shall make a report to that effect to the Government.

(3) If any question arises whether a Party is a political or whether any organization takes part in
political or whether any movement or activity fills within the scope of sub-rule(2) the decision of the
Government thereon shall be final.

(4) No Government servant shall canvass or otherwise interfere with or use his influence in
connection with or take part in, an election to any legislature or local authority:

Provided that

(1) A Government Servant qualified to vote at such election may exercise his right to vote, but
where he does so, he shall give no indication of the manner in which he proposes to vote or
has voted:

(2) A Government servant shall not be deemed to have contravened the provisions of this sub-
rule by reason only that he assist in the conduct of an election in the due performance of a
duty imposed on him by or under any law for the time being in force.

Explanation: The display by a Government servant on his personal vehicle or residence of any
electoral symbol shall amount to using his influence in connection with an election within the
meaning of this sub rules.



